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2 volumes, 1917), published by the Inspector General of the Chinese Mari- 
time Customs. 

Of Mr. MacMurray personally, it may be said that he has had a con- 
siderable number of years' service in the American diplomatic service, 
much of which has been in the Par East — in Siam, China, and Japan. 
In Peking he was First Secretary of the American Legation, and in Tokio, 
Counselor of Embassy. During the last few years he has been Chief of the 
Division of Far Eastern Affairs in the Department of State, and was the 
official upon whom Secretary Hughes chiefly relied in preparing for and 
conducting the recent Conference on Far Eastern Affairs at Washington. 
It is to be hoped that from time to time Mr. MacMurray will be led to 
compile, and the Endowment to issue, supplementary volumes that will 
include treaties and agreements with or relating to China since 1919. 

W. W. WlLLOUGHBY. 

Handausgabe der Reichsverfassung vom 11 August, 1919. By Dr. Fritz 
Poetzsch. 2d ed. Berlin : Otto Liebmann, 1921. pp. 226. 17 marks. 

This is a type of legal publication common in Germany before the war. 
It is chiefly a brief commentary, section by section, upon the new constitu- 
tion of the German Commonwealth. Preliminary chapters discuss the his- 
tory of the constitution and the characteristics of the new organization 
created thereby. The author takes the view that in its new form the Ger- 
man Commonwealth is more nearly a unitary state than a federal state. 
American readers will be particularly interested in the author's comments 
upon the enlarged powers of the central government, and upon the popu- 
lar basis of the new government. The experience of the German Govern- 
ment with proportional representation and the referendum will be watched 
with interest. 

In connection with this volume, attention may be called to the excel- 
lent translation of the German constitution, made by Professors William 
B. Munro and Arthur N. Holcombe, and published in the League of 
Nations, Vol. II, No. 6 (Boston, December, 1919). An article on the new 
German constitution, by Prof. Ernst Freund, appeared in the Political 
Science Quarterly for June, 1920 (Vol. 35, page 117). Prof. Freund 
gives an excellent analysis of the new institutions and the new principles 
established for the German Government under its republican form of 
organization. The republican constitution of Germany contains a number 
of declarations of broad principles of social justice, and seeks to lay the 
foundation for a broadly democratic political system. However, the con- 
stitution must be regarded for a time at least as chiefly a promise of a 
new type of government and of new principles. The future must see the 
fulfillment of this promise, for no constitutional text in and of itself vitally 
changes political institutions. W. F. Dodd. 



